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WHERE  ARE  THEY  NOW?

Thanks to ERA decision makers, I’ve been 
given the opportunity to recognize and pay 
homage to those retired reps who laid the 
groundwork for our association and our 
proud profession. I trust that you will find 
these profiles to be interesting, albeit brief. 
We are also open to your suggestions.

You may recognize my name from 
hundreds of articles that have appeared in 
industry publications such as Electronic 
Distribution Today, Agency Sales and Bet-
ter Repping to name a few. Speeches and 
seminars also ensued.

I write this column because I truly wonder, 
“Where are they now?”

These contributors were my/our mentors  
and heroes and they deserve to be recognized  
in The Representor’s new column, “Where 
are They Now?”

Have a healthy, happy and prosperous 
New Year! 

— Harry J. Abramson 

Where is David Locke now… 
In June of 1956, 

when I earned a 
degree in Electrical 
Engineering, being 
a Manufacturers' 
Representative was 
the furthest thing I 
had in mind doing 
with my life. I was 
going to help push 
back the frontiers 
of science.

Fortunately, I accepted a position in the 
engineering department of a company in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where I met Jerry Kilroy, the 
area sales engineer with Neal Bear Corp. This 
was the era when vacuum tubes and magnetic 
amplifiers were giving way to semiconductor 
technology. In 1959, when I was being heavily 
recruited by Texas Instruments for a position 
in Dallas, Jerry convinced me to interview for 
a position with the Bear Corp. After spend-
ing an evening with Neal and Amy Bear, I had 
no hesitation in accepting their life-changing 
offer. Ten years later, I became the owner of the 
thriving Neal Bear Corp. It was then we began 

operating as Bear Marketing Inc.
Neal and Amy’s philosophy was that “You 

can’t just take from the industry you serve — 
you have to give back to help make the indus-
try better for everyone.” 

In 1959, this led to my participation in 
ERA at the chapter and national levels, eventu-
ally becoming a White Pin Member. Also, I 
received the ERA Honor Award in 1997 and 
then Life Membership in 2002. In total, a 58-
year relationship with an organization that has 
indeed made the electronics industry a better 
place for all. 

Along the way I served two years as presi-
dent of the Electronic Industry Show Corp. 
and also served on the advisory boards, and 
consulted on management transition for other 
privately held companies.

Bear Marketing provided some of the fund-
ing for the establishment of MRERF.

Since “retiring,” I have been able to devote 
more time to a long-time hobby of photogra-
phy, especially making fine art prints from  
the digital files (dlockephotos.com). Also, I 
have supervised the restoration of a church  
property in Cleveland, Ohio (cotsumc.org), 
built new carports and concrete restoration for 
a condo association in Deerfield Beach, Fla.  
(hillsborocove.com), and most recently helped 
establish the Friends of Deerfield Island Park  
(friendsofdip.org) — a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
nature center in Deerfield Beach. 

What I miss most about ERA is the associa-
tion with so many talented people so willing 
to share their knowledge with their fellow 
representatives.

My wife Dori and I have been blessed with 
62 years of marriage. We raised two sons, have 
good health, three grandchildren and now one 
great-granddaughter.

Four years ago, when we moved to St. 
Andrews Estates in Boca Raton, Fla., I told 
Dori I was finished with boards and commit-
tees et al. ... so now I only chair the Capital 
Improvements Committee and serve on the 
Maintenance Committee ... so much for be-
ing finished.

I am pleased to report that Neal Bear 
Corporation that started operating in May of 
1946 is now Bear VAI Technology Inc. and 

Harry Abramson founded Electronic 
Salesmasters Inc. in 1972. He established 
industry notoriety by virtue of his firm’s 
peak performance, hundreds of articles 
and speaking appearances at ERA’s na-
tional conferences and chapter meetings 
and sister trade association MANA. He 
has an electrical engineering degree from 
Temple University and entered the elec-
tronics industry as an engineer at RCA in 
Camden, N.J. 

His ERA involvement includes serv-
ing as vice president of the Components 
Group and president of the Ohio Chap-
ter. Under his leadership, the chapter 
was awarded the National Chapter of 
the Year Award. Abramson recently was 
recognized with ERA’s prestigious Life 
Membership Award. 

You can reach Harry J. Abramson  
at 216-406-4119 or email him at 
hja725@yahoo.com.

by Harry J. Abramson 
Founder (Retired)
Electronic Salesmasters Inc. 

Recognizing past industry leaders

(continued on page 22)
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ERA Officers

Chairman of the Board:
Dan Parks, CPMR
dan@westelec.com

President:
David Norris

dnorris@norrisrep.com

Senior Vice President/Fiscal & Legal:
Chuck Tanzola, CPMR

ctanzola@fusionsourcing.com

Senior Vice President/Education:
John O’Brien, CPMR
jobrien@cbane.com

Senior Vice President/Membership:
Kathie Cahill, CPMR

kcahill@netsalesrep.com

Senior Vice President/Industry:
Bob Evans, CPMR

bevans@ekmicro.com

Manufacturer Delegate:
Ken Bellero 

ken.bellero@schaffner.com

Distributor Delegate:
Chris Beeson

chris.beeson@digikey.com

Chief Executive Officer (Ex-Officio):
Walter E. Tobin
wtobin@era.org

ERA Staff

Chief Executive Officer:
Walter E. Tobin
wtobin@era.org

Executive Assistant:
Karin Derkacz 

kderkacz@era.org

Communications Director:
Neda Simeonova

nsimeonova@era.org

Membership Outreach Coordinator:
Stephanie Tierney
stierney@era.org

Events Coordinator:
Erin Collins

ecollins@era.org

Database Manager and Webmaster:
Katherine Green 
kgreen@era.org

Finance Director:
William R. Warfield
bwarfield@era.org

ERA Office:
1325 S. Arlington Heights Rd., Suite 204

Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007
T: 312.419.1432  •  F: 312.419.1660

info@era.org  •  era.org
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beginning its fourth transition of ownership and management.
So, at age 86, where is David Locke now…? In a good place! 
 

Where is Harry Paston now… 
Reflecting at age 92 on a long and fruitful life, my years 

as a manufacturers’ representative and ERA member stand 
out as the most rewarding of my several careers.

Following Army service overseas in WWII, I graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin. 

In 1953, Neal Hunter and I founded Paston-Hunter 
Company, representing consumer and component manu-
facturers in the Upstate New York market. Our representa-
tion of many major manufacturers at a time of tremen-
dous industry growth proved very successful. 

Success in the rep business can be attributed to hard 
work and dedication. But the real credit goes to the “community relationships” among 
ourselves and dozens of fellow reps throughout the country, unselfishly sharing informa-
tion, concepts and smart practices we developed through our ERA membership. 

Because of this, my participation in the association continued to grow — first at the local 
chapter level, then at national through participation on committees and the board. Ultimate-
ly, I became chairman of the Insurance Trust, helping enlarge member programs. The Trust 
also participated in acquiring the ERA’s Chicago headquarters property at the time.

In 1991, I sold Paston-Hunter Company and moved to Scottsdale, Ariz., embarking 
on a new career as a vice president of a billion dollar residential, commercial and golf 
course real estate development company with properties in the U.S. and Europe. 

Continuing my concept of community involvement, I served as chairman of the city 
Planning Commission and chairman of the city Budget Committee among others and 
participated in Arizona politics. I also became a reserve deputy sheriff on the Maricopa 
County Lake Patrol. My love of golf propelled me into another leadership role as presi-
dent of the preeminent Troon Country Club.

Ultimately, my wife Mary Rose (Ro) and I moved in 2012 to Las Vegas to be 
near two of our daughters. We also have another daughter, a son and one grandson. 
I continued my community involvement as a volunteer with the Las Vegas Metro 
Police Department.

Ro and I traveled throughout the world on business and pleasure, which included attend-
ing many ERA conferences and meetings. After she passed away in June 2018, I have contin-
ued an active independent life, still staying in touch with many friends from my rep days.

Looking back, I can report my participation in ERA helped shape a life “dedicated to 
sharing.” With the many awards, accolades and honors I received, none meant more to 
me than my 1980 induction into ERA’s Hall of Fame! n

so the whole $2,000 is taxable, or they could adopt a ratio approach — one third 
of the deduction was income tax related; therefore, one third of the $2,000 refund 
is taxable. Is it therefore smart to even list the state income taxes on the form if real 
estate tax exceeds $10,000? I don’t know the answer.

With regard to charity, the opportunity exists to bunch charitable contributions 
between years so that taxpayers can itemize one year and use the standard deduction 
the following year. An interesting way to achieve this result without causing panic 
within the charities is to contribute to a self-directed charitable fund. There are a 
number of these, the oldest is the Fidelity charitable fund. The taxpayer gets a de-
duction upon contribution, but then has control over when that money is disbursed 
to the charities; it’s a neat way to achieve bunching contributions while evenly dol-
ing out the contributions to the charities. n 


